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536 THE PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS OP DAVID HUME. [Oct. 

The first two lectures in this volume are of great interest and worth as 
a masterly exposition of the naturalness, flexibility, and adaptedness to 
domestic uses, of Gothic architecture ; but their value is impaired by 
the uncompromising severity with which the author denounces what- 
ever bears the remotest kindred to the Greek orders, which he so utter- 
ly abhors in the gross, that he declines describing or characterizing them 
individually. The third lecture renews the apotheosis of Turner, as the 
genius for whose birth preceding ages had travailed, " as the first man 
who presented us with the type of landscape art," as, " beside Shake- 
speare and Verulam, a third star in that central constellation, round 
which, in the astronomy of intellect, all other stars make their circuit." 
The fourth and last lecture is an abstract of the principles and claims 
of Pre-Eaphaelitism, and of the points at issue in the schism among the 
British artists in which that name had its origin, 



11. — Walden; or, Life in the Woods. By Henry D. Thoeeau. 
Boston : Ticknor & Fields. 1854. 12mo. pp.357. 

The economical details and calculations in this book are more curi- 
ous than useful ; for the author's life in the woods was on too narrow a 
scale to find imitators. But in describing his hermitage and his forest 
life, he says so many pithy and brilliant things, and offers so many 
piquant, and, we may add, so many just, comments on society as it is, 
that his book is well worth the reading, both for its actual contents and 
its suggestive capacity. 



12. — The Philosophical Works of David Hume. Including all the 
Essays, and exhibiting the more important Alterations and Correc- 
tions in the successive Editions published by the Author. Boston : 
Little, Brown, &. Co. 4 vols. 12mo. pp. cxv., 337, 552, 564, 
580. 

In the popular mind, Hume's name as a philosophical writer is 
chiefly associated with religious scepticism. Would to heaven that the 
sceptics of our own day were as frank and honest as Hume. His ob- 
jections to Christianity, or rather to revealed religion (for he manifests 
no hostility to the contents of the Christian revelation), he states openly 
and fairly, in a form in which they can be met and answered, and have 
been refuted by reasoning based on the very premises which they as- 



1854] BERTHA AND LILT. 537 

sume. Nor is it his habit to obtrude his religious opinions where his 
subject does not demand reference to them. We hope, in an early- 
number of this journal, to make the recent re-issue of his philosophical 
works the occasion for an extended notice of his speculations in mental, 
moral, and political science. At present, we can only say that this edi- 
tion leaves nothing to be desired in completeness, elegance of form, and 
perfectness of typography. In the portion of the first volume paged 
with Roman numerals, we find the author's brief autobiography, his 
will, a notice of his last illness by his friend Adam Smith, and a docu- 
mentary history of the controversy between Hume and Rousseau, or 
rather of the quarrel got up by Rousseau from mere vanity and ego- 
tism, to which he unsuccessfully endeavored to make Hume a party. 



13. — Autocrasy in Poland and Russia; or, A Description of Russian 
Misrule in Poland, and an Account of the Surveillance of Russian 
Spies at Home and Abroad. Including the Experience of an Exile. 
By Julian Allen. New York : John Wiley. 12mo. pp.200. 

The latter portion of this volume is a well-digested synopsis of the 
history of Poland. The earlier part is the narrative of what has taken 
place within the author's own knowledge, and in part within his own 
experience. It is a story harrowing to the sensibilities, but bearing all 
the marks and numbers of truth. The author, when a student in the 
government college at Grodna, was obliged to flee for his life, on ac- 
count of complicity with his fellow-students in a movement looking to- 
wards emancipation. He has now been for several years an American 
citizen, writes our language with ease and accuracy, and manifests lit- 
erary capacities which will make us glad again, and often, to welcome 
him on the arena of authorship. 



14. — Bertha and Idly ; or, The Parsonage of Beech Glen. A Romance. 
By Elizabeth Oakes Smith. New York : J. C. Derby. 24mo. 
pp. 336. 

Mes. Smith's motto is, " Brother John Bates, is not that the morn- 
ing which breaks yonder?" She should have added this from Hor- 
ace : — 

" Pueris olim dant crustula blandi 
Doctores, elementa velint ut discere prima." 
46* 



